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Over the past decade, the impacts of climate change have intensified globally. While its effects are felt across 
regions and populations, not all communities experience climate change equally. Low-income, socially 
vulnerable communities—predominantly communities of color—are disproportionately affected by climate-
related disasters. This disparity is due to systemic inequalities, underinvestment, and a lack of resources, all of 
which hinder recovery and long-term resilience. 

One major barrier is limited access to critical resources such as disaster insurance, adequate housing, and 
community infrastructure. In Miami, for example, the threat of sea level rise is pushing wealthier residents 
inland, driving up property values and accelerating climate gentrification. Historically redlined and segregated 
neighborhoods—like Coconut Grove, Little Haiti, and Overtown—are now being targeted for redevelopment, 
displacing long-standing residents (Florida Climate Institute, 2022). These communities often lack resilient 
infrastructure, making them more vulnerable to flooding, hurricanes, and extreme heat events. 

Additionally, many residents of low-income communities do not have access to home insurance, making it 
nearly impossible to recover from natural disasters. Without proper financial or institutional support, families 
are left to rebuild from scratch—or worse, are permanently displaced (FEMA, 2021). The intersection of social 
vulnerability and climate risk creates a cycle of inequity that is difficult to break. These neighborhoods also 
struggle with limited access to quality healthcare, education, reliable transportation, and fresh food—
compounding the challenges brought on by climate change (CDC, 2022). 

According to a report by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA, 2021), low-income 
populations are more likely to live in areas experiencing the greatest increase in childhood asthma due to 
climate change, the highest levels of land loss from rising seas, and the most extreme temperature-related 
mortality. Despite facing these risks, many residents are not trained or prepared for climate-related emergencies 
due to gaps in disaster preparedness programming. This raises an important question: how can we better support 
these communities? 

There are several strategies to improve disaster preparedness and resilience in low-income neighborhoods. First, 
meaningful community engagement is key. Residents possess critical knowledge about local environmental 
conditions and are best equipped to identify which climate threats most affect their area. However, community 
members are often excluded from disaster planning meetings due to perceived inexperience or a lack of 
government involvement (Bullard & Wright, 2012). To change this, officials must create inclusive spaces where 
local voices are heard and valued. 

Second, resource accessibility must be improved. Language barriers, cultural differences, and disabilities must 
be considered in the development of emergency response materials. Incorporating multilingual 
communications, visual aids, and hearing assistance technologies will help ensure everyone has access to life-
saving information. 

Finally, continuous evaluation of disaster protocols is essential. Many existing emergency procedures fail due 
to poor implementation, lack of training, or insufficient planning. Ongoing assessment allows policymakers and 
community leaders to identify these gaps and adapt accordingly to ensure future preparedness efforts are 
effective and inclusive. 



As climate change continues to escalate, the need for equitable disaster response becomes increasingly urgent. 
By centering community voices, expanding resource access, and committing to long-term protocol review, we 
can create a more resilient and just future for all. 
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