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In Miami, the cost of climate change is not only environmental—it is also economic, social, and 
deeply personal for Black and Brown communities. Rising sea levels, worsening storms, and 
relentless heatwaves disproportionately affect these neighborhoods, often because they are in 
flood-prone areas or urban heat islands. Homes are damaged, utility costs rise, health risks 
increase, and working-class families are forced to bear financial burdens they did not create. For 
many, recovering from one disaster is difficult enough. When the threats are constant, it creates 
an exhausting cycle of loss and rebuilding. 

Systemic inequalities compound these challenges. Historically marginalized neighborhoods often 
lack the infrastructure, green space, or emergency services needed to bounce back quickly after 
climate disasters (Environmental Protection Agency [EPA], 2023). Affordable housing in these 
communities is also at risk of being pushed out by climate gentrification—a phenomenon in 
which wealthier residents move into higher-ground areas, displacing longtime residents. 

As Francilus (2022) explains, “Black and Hispanic neighborhoods such as Allapattah, Liberty 
City, and Little Haiti are perched along the Miami Rock Ridge, which is at least seven to 10 feet 
above mean sea level. That land is expected to stay out of the reach of the rising ocean until at 
least 2100, which has made it attractive to outsiders.” As a result, property values and rents in 
these areas are rising rapidly, leading to the displacement of longtime, working-class residents. 
This form of gentrification perpetuates financial and emotional stress for families who are 
already facing structural challenges. 

In addition to the immediate physical threats posed by climate change, Black and Brown 
communities in Miami also face the compounded stress of limited access to healthcare and 
economic opportunity. In neighborhoods like Overtown and Little Haiti, rising living costs and 
environmental degradation intersect with long-standing disparities in public services and 
infrastructure (Florida Climate Institute, 2021). Health issues—such as asthma, heatstroke, 
cardiovascular illness, and mold exposure—are worsened by climate-related factors including 
poor air quality and frequent flooding (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention [CDC], 
2022). 

Many residents do not have the option to take time off work to recover from climate-related 
illness, further exacerbating financial insecurity. Moreover, inadequate access to affordable 
healthcare means that preventative care and treatment for these issues are often out of reach 
(Natural Resources Defense Council [NRDC], 2022). Without intervention, these inequities will 
only deepen as the climate crisis accelerates. 

Climate change is not a distant threat for these communities; it is a lived, daily reality. 
Addressing climate change in Miami requires more than reducing emissions. It demands 



acknowledgment of, and solutions for, the inequities that make Black and Brown communities 
more vulnerable to its impacts. Climate justice means designing policies and investments that 
prioritize protection, resilience, and recovery for all residents—not just those who can afford to 
relocate or rebuild. 

Miami cannot adapt effectively to the climate crisis without directly addressing the social, 
economic, and racial barriers that affect its most vulnerable communities. Environmental justice 
must be a central part of any strategy for a livable future. 
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