POWER BEHIND STORIES

By Camila Ramirez Fayad

Through my university experiences, I’ve learned one core belief: listening and storytelling are
some of the most powerful tools we have as students. While easy to overlook, storytelling is one
of the oldest learning methods, as a means to share knowledge and preserve the human
experience. When someone feels genuinely listened to, it can change everything, as it builds
confidence, creates connection, and encourages people to express themselves. That kind of

validation is where real growth begins.

Storytelling is not just about sharing what occurred but rather making meaning out of it. When
the youth tells their stories, they’re not only processing their own experiences, but also teaching
others. It opens up space for empathy, cultural exchange, reflection, and provides an
intergenerational lens. Whether through writing, art, conversation, poetry or even student-led

podcasts or media, storytelling gives people a way to see themselves as part of something bigger.

Especially in a globalized world where histories often intersect through migration, displacement,
and resistance, storytelling becomes a way to bridge the gaps between generations, backgrounds,

and lived realities.
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That’s why space matters, especially in places like Miami-Dade County, where economic

inequality, gentrification, climate vulnerability, and cultural erasure are real concerns. We need
more than just classrooms; we need what scholars call “third spaces”, or places that aren’t work
or school, but where people can gather informally; community centers, parks, cafés, cultural
hubs, and local bookstores. These third spaces are often where storytelling flourishes, neighbors
swap memories, histories are passed down orally, and trust is built. But many of these spaces in
Miami are disappearing, either priced out, redeveloped, or underfunded, and taking with them
the sense of community they once held. In neighborhoods such as Little Haiti, Coconut Grove,
Overtown, Allapattah, Liberty City, Homestead, and Virginia Key Beach and South Florida
Tribal Communities, stories that once lived on porches or in cultural centers are being lost to
silence or flattened by development. G.R.A.C.E., Allapattah CDC, Catalyst Miami, Miami
Workers Center, Virginia Key Beach Park Trust, Global Indigenous Forum, and so many other
groups are working to preserve community storytelling, but protecting these physical and

cultural spaces is urgent.

What makes listening and storytelling so powerful is that they work in both directions. The youth
have so much to say, but they also have so much to learn by listening to elders, neighbors, new
communities, and even the random person you talk with at the grocery store. Through this, we
start to see the patterns, the lessons, and the resilience that tie us together by breaking down
assumptions and building up curiosity, understanding, and respect. That’s part of why
storytelling is one of humanity’s oldest traditions, dating back to oral histories shared in ancient

cultures, and knowledge passed from elders to youth.

Creating spaces where everyone feels empowered to speak and to listen is essential. When
people are given that environment, especially in cities known for its rapid change and histories
such as Miami, they start building the knowledge that sticks with them, personal, collaborative,
and transformative. And when we recognize the value of every voice, whether it’s a student, an
elder, or a stranger with a story, we’re doing more than just learning; we are preserving

memory, bridging gaps, and building community, one conversation at a time.
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